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had both been foiled in the object nearest to their hearts, for
Henry could not take the place of Francis, and Wolsey, who
had meant to be Pope, saw the Cardinal de Medici chosen
instead of him. So followed a shift of policy. Charles V.
was now the danger to the rest of Europe. Henry joined 5
himself with France against his late ally. Francis was to be
liberated from his Spanish prison, and was to marry Henry's
daughter. Catherine of Arragon was to be divorced, and
Henry was to marry a French princess, or some one else in
the French interest. The adroit Eussell in Italy was to bring 10
Milan, Venice, and the Papacy into the new confederacy. An
ordinary politician looking then at the position of the pieces
on the European chess-board, would have said that Charles,
in spite of himself, would have been compelled to combine
with the German princes, and to take up the cause of the 15
Eeformation. The Pope was at war with him. Clement,
Henry, and Francis were heartily friends. Henry had broken
a lance with Luther. Bourbon's army, which had conquered
at Pavia, was recruited with lanzknechts, either Lutherans or
godless rnmans. Bourbon's army was now Charles's; and20
food being scanty and pay not forthcoming, the duke was
driven, like another Alaric, to fling himself upon Borne, and
storm and plunder the imperial city. It is curious and
touching to find Clement clinging in such a hurricane to
England and Henry as his surest supports. Eussell had been 25
staying with him at the Vatican on the eve of the catastrophe.
He had gone home before the Germans approached, and
missed being present at the most extraordinary scene in the
drama of the sixteenth century, when the Holy Father, from
the battlements of St. Angelo, saw his city sacked, his 30
churches pillaged, his sacred sisterhoods outraged, his car-
dinals led in mockery on asses5 backs through the streets
by wild bands, acting under the order, or in the name, of the
most Catholic king.
An attitude so extravagant could not endure.   A little while, 35
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